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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-UNEMPLOYMENT,
ASSISTANCE.

Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the 'Minister for
Works: 1, Under the latest scheme of em-
ploymient, does he propose to employ the
many hundreds of men out of work but not
.receiving assistance, under the same condi-
tions as sustenance men? 2, If not, will he
explain the reasons why this body of people
should be penalia5ed on account of having-
been thrifty in the past?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, These works arc being put in hand with
money provided to relieve sustenance pay-
merits hy the Government to men who are
without any means at all. So far as we can
employ others, they also will be considered.
2, Answered by No, 1.

LEAVE oF ABSENCE.

On motions by 'Mr. Wilson, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to 'Mr. Lamond
(Pilbaqra) on the ground of urgent private
business, and for six weeks to Hon, T.'
Walker (Kanowna) on the ground Of ill-
health.

BILLS (3)-FIRST READING.

1. Reserves (No. 2).

2. Roads Closure (No. 2).
Introduced by the Mfinister for Rail-

ways.

3. Licensing Aet Amendment (No. 3).
Introduced by Hon. W. D. Johnson.

BILL- POOR PERSONS' LEGAL
ASSISTANCE ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. L. Dlavy-West Perth) [4.401 in
moving the second reading said: This is
not a Bill for which I claim any great im-
portance, but during the operations of the
parent Act as fewv minor defects have dis-
covered themselves, and the Bill is designed
to rectify them. 'Under Section 7 of the
principal Act, when approval has been
given for the conduct of a poor person's
ease, the next step required is that an ap-
plication shall be made by wtay of summons
to a judge in Chambers under what is
known asi the in forut papueris rule of
the court. ft has been found entirely un-
necessary for the smooth working of the
Act to make that application. It costs
money and takes up the time of a judge
unnecessarily. Actually, ifi no single in-
stance has that application ever been made.
As a result, if the rules of the court have
been strictly observed; such applications
must have been irregular. What I propose
is that the law shall be brought into accord
with the practice that has actually been
followed, namely, that the practitioner
assigned to act fur a poor parson shall con-
tinue to carry out such duties merely be-
cause he liac; been so assigned, and without
the necessity for any application in forma
pan pers to the court. As T have pointed
out, no such application has ever been made,
and that portion of the Act has been
ignored. I do not believe in the law being
ignored, It it can he ignored without harm
to anyone. it should be repealed. That is
what I propose to do, and to substitute the
provision that appears in Clause 2 of the
Bill. The next point dealt -with is that
under Section 13 of the principal Act it is
provided that any costs that an unsuccess-
ful poor person receiving legal assistance
under the Act is liable to pay, shall be pro-
vided out of moneys appropriated by Par-
hiament. The other day a case of this de-
scription was taken to the appeal stage, and
the poor per-on was given the benieft of the
Act. The appeal was unsuccessful, and
later on the opposing side demanded that
the Government should pay their costs.
That put the other side in a nmuch more fav-
ourable position than if the individual con-
cerned had had enough money to finance
his own litigation. That does not appear
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to be a reasonable proposition. In quite a
number of eases of litigation, the successful
litigant finds himself unable to secure his
costs, because the other man cannot pay
them. That is his bad luck. I do not see
any reason why the Crown should be placed
in such a position, merely because it pays
a very small fee to a lawyer to act for a
poor person . and, in the event of an unsuc-
cessful issue, to be required to pay the costs
of the other side would be unfair. The
Crown would he unfortunate in losing such
an appeal.

HoD- J. C. Wilkeock: 'We would not come
under the vexatious litigation legislation!

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It would
not be fair, either. We do not take up
these cases unless we think there are good
grounds. We do not allow people to liti-
gat at the expense of tlhe Government
merely because they desire to do so. We
require that an 'individual shall have what
appears to he a just ease in law and equity;
we do not allow speculative actions to be
indulged in at the expense of the public
purse. Accordingly, I desire to rectify the_
position that has arisen. I move--

That the, Bill be now read a seeond time.

On motion by Hon- J. C. Wilicock, de-

bate adjourned.

BILL-LOCAL COURTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (H-on.
T. A. L. Davy-West Perth) [4.45] in
moving the second reading said: This is to,
rectify what I regard as a mistake in the
amendment of the Local Courts Act which
we carried last year. The mistake mnade
was entirely due to my own carelessness.

Mr. Marshall: That is not uncommon.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No . like

the hon. memnher, I frequently make mids-
takes. What happened was this: In an-
other place the measure was sent to a select
committee and variousi amendments were
wade to it. Some criticism appeared be-
cause it was alleged that the result of the
Bill would be to make Supreme Court
judges travel all over the country. When the
amendments came dawn here from another
place--it was about 2 or 3 o'clock in the
morning, when it was easy to make mis-
takes-T jumped to the conclusion that one

of those amendments was to make it per-
fectly certain that the judges would not
have to travel. I agreed to the amendment
iii that belief. What I told members was
that the amendment in question made it
quite clear that the judges would not have
to travel. Actually the amendment did the
very reverse, and made it quite clear that
the judges would have to travel. I agree
that as far as possible justice oug-ht to be
taken to the people, that they ought not to
have to travel g-reat distances, and eventu-
ally I hope we shall be able to afford to
have the judg es travel. But when origin-
ally I presented the measure to the House I
gave an assurance that it would not involve
the public purse in any extra expenditure;
whereas by virtue of the amendment re-
ferred to it will do that. Therefore I have
not proclaimed the Act until I could ask
the House and another place to agree to a
further amendment making it quite cle ar
that when actions take place they shall hie
heard at any place a judge chooses; and
of course he will not choose any other place
but his own court. Therefore I propose a
small amendment of Section 7 of the Local
Courts Act to make that prefeetly clear. I
mnove-

That the Bill lie now read a second timae.

On motion by Eon. J. C. Willeock, ie-

hate adjourned.

BILL-INTERSTATE DESTITUTE
PERSONS' RELIEF ACT

AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (lon.
T. A. L. Davy-West Perth) [4.49S] in
moving the second reading- said: This is a
little measure which I have brought downr
at the request of the Federal Government.
As hon. members know, under the Inter-
state Destitute Persons' Relief Act there is
reciprocity between the States. Now it has
been discovered that it is inconvenient that
that reciprocity should not extend to the
territories of the Commonwealth, such as
NXew Guinea and the mandated territory up
there. This Bill makes an amendment to
the Act, extending the same provisions
which operate between the States of the
Commonwealth to the territories of the
Commonwealth and the territories governed
by the Commonwealth under the mandate.
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Hon. S. AV. Munsie: Does not the exist-
ing Act apply to the Northern Territory?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No. This
Bill will bring within the scope of the Act
the Northern Territory, perhaps the Fed-
eral territory at Canberra, and Newv Guinea
and thle mandated territory. I move--

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. 3. C. WILLOOCK (Geraldton)
[4.50]1 d (o not think there can be very
much objection to the Bill. The principle
of reciprocity in regard to the relief of
destitute persons not onl 'y operates between
the various States of the Commonwealth
but is, I think, world-wide. It has been
agreed to as, a principle in this House,' and
the Bill merely widens the scope of the Act.
I think we could let the Bill go through.

Question put andt passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Pill passed through Contndtee withouit
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL,-STATE SAVINGS B3ANK
TRANSrm

Message.

'Message from the Administrator received
and read recommnending appropriation for
the lpurposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE PRSIUBR AND TREASURER
(Hon. Sir James Mitchell-Northamn)
[4.56] in moving the second reading said:
Before I deal with the Bill I may perhaps be
permitted to make a few remarks as to what
led uip to the agreement. It will be remem-
bered that nine weeks ago I left for Mel-
bourne. At that time there was no cause for
anxiety' about the bank. I knew, of course,
we should have to realise somec of our
securities later. But I found the financial
position in M1elbourne very difficult, and that.
Commonwealth bonds% were selling at a dis-
count. The 'y were qjuoted on the market at
£83, and( it was only nominal value. Also
I found there were rilumours of other banks,
small banks, being in difficulties, including
the, Primary Producers' Bank. Another
bank has since been absorbed by the

Bank of New South WVales. I real-
ised that the financing of our State
Savings Banik would daily grow more diffi-
cult, and that the withdrawals from the
bank had been fairly consistent over a long
time. Men who had put their savings into
the bank were finding themselves in such a
position that they had to live on their sav-
ings, and so were withdrawing them.

Mr. Raphael: The Government took out
their share as well, did they not, for paying
salaries?

The PREMIIER: I will show the hon.
member later what the Government did with
the money. There had been pretty consistent
withdrawals. One wvould expect there
would be ill lad times,. In good times people
pay their money into the savings bank, hut
in bad times they have to draw upon their
accounts. No doubt people who had their
money in the bank were withdrawing it to
meet living expenses, for the payment of
taxation and other accounts or to make in-
vestments. Whatever the cause, the with-
drawals became heavier as the days wvent by.
Ini July over £100,000 was withdrawn. The
Under Treasurer then wired to me in Mel-
bourne, telling me this, and within the next
few days hie wired again that the withdrawals
were becoming heavier. I knew, of course,
that the cash we had at our disposal wouldl
soon become exhausted.

Ron. J. C. Willenck: You mean the liquid
flunds of the bank?

The PRE-MIER: Yes. The security was
there in Federal bonds, and could only
bie sold at a discount even then. There was
no run onl the bank at that time, but I real-
ised thme risk. I consulted the Governor of
the Commonwealth Bank and found that
I could not arrange finance to meet a serious
jun. I could not realise onl the securities
held by our Savings Bank. There was no
chance of consulting members of this House,
or Ministers. I felt that I should act, and
I dlid net. The agreement, of course, is sub-
ject to the ratification of Parliament. It
provides for the amalgamnation of the State
Savings Banik with thle Commonwealth Say-
ings Bank. I knew that I wats taking a very
serious risk of being misunderstood, and that
I was incurring an equally serious risk of
criticism. I knew of the objection enter-
tained by people in this State to the transfer
of an"v of our institutions, or facilities to mya
body connected with the Commnonwealth, but
the risk had to be taken. There was just
under £8,000,000 deposited in the State Say-
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ings Bank; that is, £8,000,000 of the
£E23,000,000 on depos..it by the people of this
State in the whole of the banks was depos-
ited in the State Savings Bank. I knew that
if the Savings 'Bank closed, in the first plai-e
it would bring great discredit o"l the State,
and in the second place the £8,000,000 would
become frozen at a time when money was
wanted. I knew there were 270,000 acceounts.
in the bank representing probably 150,000
depositors. I had to keel) before tue the in-
terets of the 150,01)0 depositors, every one
of whom is entitled to get his money when-
ever hie desires it. I had to consider their
interests, and I am sure that is what nicin-
hers would have bad mue do. Suppose the
£C8,000,000 bud heernue frozen, as- 59,000,000
is frozen in New South Wales, it would have
been a very serious matter, not only for de-
positon:, but for all of us. The depositors
now know that they can get their monley
whenever they want it, and the very fact of
having this knowledge helps themt in their
expenditure, They feel that they can spend
their saving.s whenever they consider it nces-
sary to do so. Every penny of the mioney
deposited in the bank helongs to the de-
positors. The State owns not a penny of
it.

Mr. 'Marshall: Then you are in the same
position as Lang was.

The PREMIER: The Savings Bank has
always Ibeen carried on onl the money of its
depositors, and has beetn conducted without
capital. I hiope that fact is clear in the
mninds of mnembers. Consider what would
have happened if depositors had been pre-
vented for a week or two from withdrawing
their money from the batik. There are timues
when public mien mast accept responsibility
and aet. I repeat that I had no opportunity
to consult my colleagues. It could not have
been done by wire or other mnean, .

Mr. Mfarshal: What about telephone?

The PREMIER: That would have been
excellent; the news would have been all over
the place inl about two minutes. The hon.
nmetmber now has to face his responsibility
ill this Imatter. Even if he disagrees with
what I have done, he can at least give the
matter earned, consideration. He inferred
just now that I was asA bail as Lang. I pre-
sunic lie means the Premier of New South
Wales-, I think the Svn-Bank of New
South Wales 1usd albout C4110,000 of aeentnut-
lated profits, hut lost £16,000,000 in deposits
before the door, were closed, When the
batik closed tht-a' were about 1,0)00,000 de-

positors, and £59$JIID,UOL of money became
snowed up and frozen.

Mr. Raphael: A political stunt, too.
The PREMIER: So far as 1 know, it

was not a political stunt. Even if it was, nto
(me iii this State had anything to (10 with
it. In my own mnind I ami satisfied it was
not a political stunt.

Mr. Marshall: The only difference between
you aInd Lang is that Lang said he would
ntot pay, and you said you could not pay.

The PREMIER: The hon. member may
lbe able to distinguish between those fine
points, but I ami satisfied nobody canl follow
liuL

Mir. M1ars-hall: I am not surprised that
you cannot do so.

The PREMIfER: It would give me great
pleasure if I could agree with the irrepres-
sible gentleman. The funds of the State,
Savings Bank are largely invested in Gov-
ernment stocks, the amount being, £C6,862.000.
Of this sumn £2,280,000 is in Federal bonds.
which, for the reasons I have mentioned,
are unsaleable at anything like face value.
Those bonds have been accumulaited over a
considerable period, and appeared to het -
curities that could be readily realised. When
I was in 'Melbourne they' were quoted on the
market at £8S3, and it was only a9 nominal
value. After the end of July, we had
£300,000 cash in the Savings Bank avail-
able to meet further withdrawals. It would
not have taken much of a run to exhaust
that £300,000. The bank has always in-
vested in securities in the shape of Govern-
inent bonds. The following sosthe in-
vestnien of fund.-:-

Cs. d,
Metropolitani W\aterworks,

Goldfields WaV~ter Supply'
debenttures .25S,06!I 3 0

Delbeturcs iuder Agricul-
tural Lauds Purchase Aet 247,873 6 7

Water Boards' deiituhres 2q,9i.3 17 1
LoCal insicribed stock crtifi-

rates -- 1,122,06 1r, 0
Land Drainage Act dleben-

t 11req 7,7M!) 13 4
Treasuryv MIlN
Treasqury bonds .. 92),962 12 9
'%'%.A. Government debentures 6,210 0i 0
C'ommnonwealthu Guvelrniiucn1t 2,24S,2:11 10 0

isrilued stork 1951(1I

*27,14 !,IkS 17 9

lion. J. C. Willeck: Why are those fi-
uives diffThn t fromt the fig-ures ill the svlwv-
dalle?
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The PREMIER:- The figures I have
quoted represent the position at the 30th
June; those in the schedule were taken as
the basis of the calculations. The agreement
was drafted in Melbourne, and I had to do
the business there. The difference, however,
is immaterial; it is merely the basis.

H~on. J. C. W'illcoek: I thought that per-
haps you were writing- down the value of
the stocks.

The PREMLIER: No. The only invest-
ments with private people are represented
by mortgages on freehold amounting to
£39,333 i13s. 2d., but the bank holds Dnuni1-
cipal debentures of £151,810 is., road board
debentures £E188,120 l8s. 3d., fixed deposits
£E400,000 and other small securities, the total
being £C780,897 17s. 7d., which makes a grand
total of C7,925,886i 15s, 4d. Ever since the
State Savings Bank was started, it has been
the practice to invest the funds in Govern-
mnent securities. Under the conditions of
amalgamation, we are to receive 70 per cent.
of the increased deposits of the amalg-amated
bank as from the 1st October, 1931. That
will be calculated quaiterly.

Hon. J. C. Wilicock:- Whom do you mean
by "we," the Government?

The PREMIIER: The State. Seventy per
Pent. of the inecse in the deposits wvill he
loaned to the State Government.

Hon. P. Collier: Can we say' how it will
be invested ?

The PREMIER: Commonwealth bonds
will be given under the amialg-amation;, it
will be an ordinary loan to the State. If at
the end of any quarter a decrease of deposits
is revealed, we shall get no more until the
decrease has been made good. We shall get
only the proportion of the actual increase.
We will not be tailed upon to make good
any decrease at any time, hut the decrease in
one quarter will be mnade good by the in-
creas-e in the next quarter or iii the quarter
following. That is reasonahle. The rate of
interest is to be 1 per cent. over the rate
paid by the Savings Bank. These secuinties,
heing Commonwealth securities, must carry
sinking fund, which will be half per cent, to
he paid on all loans. The profit and loss
wilt be sharcd by the Commonwealth Bank
and the State Government.

Hon. J. C. Willcek: What are the rela-
tive amounts of deposits in the Common-
wealth Savings Bank and the State Saving~s
Bank-?

The PREMIER: We are not concerned
with past deposits in the Commonwealth

Savings Bank; wve are concerned only with
future deposits.

Hon. J. 0. Willcock: Should not the pro-
fits he distributed pro rata according to the
capital that each bank brings into the amial-
ganiation ?

The PREMIER: I should not think so.
The cost of running the bank will be re-
dumced and the profit will be greater becaume
oif the larger number of accounts.

Hon. J. C. Wilicock: A lot of the ac-
counts are duplicated; people have money
in 1)0th banks.

The PREMITER: Some have, but we can-
not judge how many. However, that is a
provision of the agreement and I think it is
a fair one.

Hon. A. 'McCallum: Are the profits to be
divided equally?

The PREMIER: Yes.
Hon. A. 'McCallum: That is rather one-

sided.
The PREMIER: I do not think so.
Hon. A. McCallum: We have £8,000,000

of deposits, and the Commonwealth Savings
Bank has £2,500,000.

The PREMIER: Our deposits yield a
profit of £19,000 a year at present, so the
profit is not very large and never can be
lar. We pay practically on the daily
balance, and we have to keep considerable
moneyr in reserve to meet withidrawals. The
profits we make are comparatively small,
and must always be comparatively small in
savings hank business. We guarantee the
payment of interest on the securities, and
principal as well. That really refers to the
£39,000. Any decrease in deposits will he
-allowed for before the Government are en-
titled to further advances. It is provided
that the State Treasurer shall he a member
of the Savings Bank Advisory Board. The
board's responsibility will be to fix the rate
of interest, the maximum amnount that mar
he taken, and the nature of the investments,
and the terms and conditions of the ad-
vances to be made by the hank. After -e
take the seventy per cent., there will not be
.so much available for loans to municipali-
ties or other people The staff of 120 is to
he taken over.

Hlon. P. Collier: Who is going to con-
troll it?

The PREMI1ER : The Commonwealth
Bank.

Hon. P. Collier: The bank authorities?
The PREMIER: The board will onl-y ax-

ist for the purposes I have mentioned. Tt
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will fix the rate of interest, the maximum
amount that may be taken, and the nature
of the investments that may be made, in-
cluding the terms and conditions.

Hon. P. Collier: How wvill the board be
formedI

The PREMIER: It will be the bank
board, plus a representative of the State.
We shall not be in the majority.

Hon. P. Collier: Do you mean the pre-
sent Commonwealth Bank Board?

The PREMIER: No\t that sitting in
Melbourne. It will be set up here to deal
with our own investments. It will be ain
advisory board. Investments are not greatly
affected, because we shall certainly take 70i
per cent. of the increased deposits.

Hon. J1. C. Willeock: Then this is not
entirely anl amalgamation: it is a kind of
partnership. We have representation oii
the board that is to be formed.I

The PREMIER: A board to do these
few things. We do not require to be con-
cerned in the management.

Hon. A. IfeCalluni : To do them or to
recommend them.

The PREMfIER: It is merely an advisory
board. Since we take 70 Per cent. of the
increased deposits, there will not he very
much business done for a long tine. The
rights of the staff are to be preserved.
There is a clause in the Bill dealing with
them. Very fewv have pension rights.

Hon. P. Collier: There is not a guar-
ntee to take over the whole staff, is there?

The PREMIER: Yes.
Ron. P. Collier: Surely the amialgamsa-

tion will mean a reduction in staff.
The PREMIER: Mr. Riddle says they

can all be absorbed.
lion. P. Collier: It is difficult to under-

stand how all the officers can be absorbed
if one branch of a business is taken away
and joined up with another next door.

The PREMIER: The staff can be ab-
sorbed by the Commnonwealth Bank, which
has branches all over Australia.

Hon. P. Collier: I should spay they were
already fully staffed.

The PREMIER: 'Mr. Riddle says they
can all be absorbed.

Hon. P. Collier: How can one busi,
be closed and another opened next door, and
the same staff retained?

The PREMIER: That occurred to me.
I suggested that there might be a difficulty,

but Mr. Riddle said they could all be ab-
sorbed into their present system.

Hon. P. Cornier: It is hard to under-
stand.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: They bare got to
have a forward policy.

The PREMIER: Their operations are
not confined to Western Australia.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: rnless they open
new branches they cannot have much in the
way of an increase in staff in these times.

The PREMI1ER: I do not pretend to
know. I am only telling members what I
have been told. it occurred to me that the
amalgamation would mean that some mem-
bers of the staff would not be wanted, but
Mr. Riddle assured me they could all be
absorbed. I have no doubt that what Mr.
Riddle said is correct. It may be that they
are extending their business in some of the
States.

Hon. P. Collier: In some cases there is
a bank operating next door to the Common-
wealth bank. They will not keep the two
going. They must close one or the other.
Flow are they to keep the staffs intact? I
take it in our case they will not keep going
Ile two premises that are so close to each
other.

Thle PREMIER: -Members will realise
that the Governor of the Commonwealth
Bank is the only man who knows that these
officers are likely to be absorbed. We have
transferred manyv departments to the Corn-
,nonwealth in the past, and they have taken
over tile whole of the staffs. The post office
was transferred in the same way, and other
departments also went over, rUnder the
Constitution the Commonwealth take over
the staffs.

MrIt. Withers: How will the small centres,
such as where railway officers are control-
ling the State Savings Bank, get on for
facilities?

The PREMIER : The Commonwealth
will no doubt make the necessary arrange-
ments. In most eases the storekeepers who
art for the State Savings Bank are merely
the agents. We have very* few branches in
the couintry. If the Commonwealth want
the services of the station-masters they will
have to pay for them. It may be that in
some centres the station-master is the right
person to provide these facilities.

.Mr. Withers: So long as they do not
take away facilities from small country dis-
tricts it may be all right.

4,514
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The PREMIER: They will not take
away any facilities. In many centres. there
have been post offices as Commonwealth
agencies. We have very fewv country
agencies. I think in Bunbury there is a
branch of the bank. Our officers are to be
taken over end their rights are to be pre-
served. Care will be taken to see that they
are preserved. I have no doubt they will
be absorbed into the Commonwealth Baink
system. They will probably be very much
better off there than they would be in the
State service. That refers particularly to the
younger men who will have a chance of
getting into the general banking system.
The assets are to be taken over. other than
the Barrack-street land. Members will re-
call that the State Savings Bank bought this
land for £C40,000. It forms part of the land
on which our public offices are situated. We
could not allow that to go. The amalgania-
tion is to last for 25 years, with the option
,of renewal for another 20 years. It is also
provided that if any better terms are to he
ranted to any other savings bank which

becomes amalgamated these are to be avail-
able to Western Australia. We have no
past experience as to the satisfactory work-
ing of such an amalgamation as this. I
did, hoivvr, see the Queensland Treasurer
in Melbourne, and be told me that the work
under the amialgamation was highly satis-
factory to his State. The experience there
will surely be the experience here. I wish
to make this clear to the House. We had
this State Savings Bank. We were paying
interest on deposits and we had to invest
those deposits to earn interest. All Govern-
ments have mtade these investments, I think
almost altogether in Government securities.
In normal and easier times no doubt the
securities igiht have been realised, but it is
utterly impossible to realise on them to-day.
I have been in the House for 25 years just
as the Leader of the Opposition has. Over
all that time we have f ound it possible to
carry on with only a comparatively small
amount in actual cash. 'We have always re-
lied on the Treasurer being able to help
with funds if necessary, as in better times
it was. possible to do.

I-on. P. Collier: Our cash was sometirnre
very !ow, but in normal times there wai no
oecas*'n for apprehension.

The PREMIER: It was always a worry.
We knew wve had no banking facilities. it

those days, however, we could cominanri a
little money. The Leader of the Opposition
knows we had only to send a cable to Lon-
don to get a million of money without any
troub'..

lion. P. Collier: Or in Australia.

The PREMIER: To-day there is no
cuaat* of getting it either in Australia or
in London. I was faced with a responsi-
bility to those people who had their money
in the State Savings Bank. I had to face
that iespoasibility as Premier of the State.
I could see it was my duty to take that re-
sponsibility. I was 2,000 miles away from
Perth, and bad no opportunity to confer
with anyone. I had to take the responsi-
bility of doing what I believed to be right
and my duty. Now I come to the House
and ask it to confirm the action I have taken.
I ask members to pass this Bill I am now
submitting'. The arrangement is a good
one; of that there is no doubt. The Coin-
monwinalth Bank has facilities to carry on
this business of a mnore extensive nature
than are possessed by the State. The Comn-
mionwealth can offer better facilities all
through than wve can.

Hon. J. C. Wiillcock : That applied
equally two years ago, but you would not
bave dreamt of doing this then.

The PREMIER: The position has ap-
plied ever since wve have federated. The
present difficult times have never before
been experienced.

Mr. Sleemnan: This is the first step
towarls secession.

The PREMIER: This has nothing to d,3
-with s-ecession, for or against it. To get
seession we should first get back to the
position wve were in before we surrendered
our freedlom.

'Mr. Marsh all : Bar the deficit, you have
not inuch left to surrender.

The PRF'flER: There is one thing I
would surrender to the Eastern States and
that is one of our members, if they would
tlake him.

The :Minister for Mines: Put him on the
State 'Savings Bank staff before the trans-
fer Lakes place.

The PREMTIER: I move-
TIhat the Bill be now read a sce-ond time.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
jonied.
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ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mfitchell-Northam) (5.281 : I move-

That the House at its rising adjoural until
Tuesday next, October 6th.

Q uest'on put and passed.

CLERK or THE PARLIAMENTS.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell-Nortbant.) [5.29]: There is an-
other -luty ire have to perform before the
House adjourns. I daresay members have
heard that our Clerk, Mr. A. 1R. Grant, has
been promoted to tile position of Clerk of
the Parliaments.

Mr. l'antoa: Is it promotion?
The PRE'MIER: 'I am sorry Mr. Grant

is leaving us. He was here 10 years before
I came, and hie has been here more years
than anyone has been in the House.

Mr. Sleernan: it is a shiame to send him
up there after that record.

The PREMIER: I am lprepared to agree
with that remnark. I mun very sm irv -%r.
Grant is going. Ile certainly shouild be
much happier here than in another place.
I do not know quite how he will get on in
another place. Hle has always been a party
mail, always a supporter of the Covernment
in power. WAhen I was in Opposition,' I
found him simply dreadful, as no doubt all
hon. mnembers have. 'Mr. Grant has been
sitting onl the Government side of the House
for the last 25 years, alwaYs ruling against
the Opposition when hie got at chance. Or,
at any rate, that was so when 1 was inl Op-
position. I think probably the inenil, of
the present Opposition will ag-ree that that
is Mr. Grant's attitude. But, still, lie is
always right; lie lizs never be'ein wrong in the
rulings4 that lie has helped to frame. He
is a highly capable man, and hla. served the
country capably for a nunnber of years, lie
hlas been a friend to all of ni,., keeping uts
on the straight and narrow path. We have
sat under bin nll these years,' and we ha~ve
not suffered mnuch front it. le has helped
many of us onl many occa4mns, and now
he is going to another place, w-here he can
render the same help~. Mfy concvern iS merely
as to wvhat lie will feel like when lie is there
if some question invol-ving tinance comes up
on which the powen- of the two Hou-es
clashb.

Mr. ('orboy: Ile will have to stick to us.

The PREM-IIER: I think it possible that
be will, to his own hurt. However, I dare
say he is quite clever enough to look after
himself in sanel a contingency. Mr. Grant,
you have been here a very long time, and
we have all had the delight, may I say, of
your friendship, and it ha-, been a pleasure
to all of us to go to your room and talk with
you, it may be on Parliamentary mnatters, it
may be on) other mnarters, it may be to have
a smoke with you. We know M.Nr. Grant is
an inveterate smoker. We have had mnany
very pleasant moments with vou iii that
room of yours. We s.hall visit you -when you
are iii another place, and as we shall be x'1.sl-
tons there the bell will be yours. I could tell
manly stories about 'Mr. Grant, hut I sup-
pose I had better not. For years lie was the
only orange grower in this Hiouse, and some-
One used. to remind him at least once a day
about orange growing. I remembher the last
occasion. on which I wished to mention
oranges to him, by inadvertence I mentioned
orange blossoms, and( hy good luck it just
happened that I struck the right note. That
was a f ew years ago. M.\r. Grant has nlever
forgiven me for it. He says that I goaded
him into marriage. I hope I did, because he
hias had a very happy time. It is delightful
to have the friendship of Mfr. Grant, and I
ainsure every member is very sorry that our
Clerk is going. However, hie wvilI still be in
thle same building. Mr. Grant, you go from
here with the good feeling and goodwill of
ever mnember of the House in whic-h von
have spent 36 years, and also, I venture to
say, of inemnbeits who are no longer here. I
know that Mr. Grant has been writing his
reiniscences foi somne time. Hle will be
unable to publish them for years to comle, as
they are sure to be libellous,. Onl behalf of
hon., members generally, let mne congratulate
Mr. 4irant oil his p~romotion. We are all
very sorry indeed that he i - going, and we
hope that he will have a longl life in that
much more peaceful place, and that all will
be well with him.

HON. A. MeCALLUM (South Fremnantlel1
[5.37] : Onl behalf of memibers. sitting on
this; side of the Chambler I desire to aAsso-
daite myself with the s5entiments expressed
by the Premier, land to conglratu'late Mr.
Grant 'in his liroilotion, if it means lprot"o-
tinl, while at the same time svympatliising
with him in his transfer. I cannot, of course,
spieak with the Long experience of this Chain-
her that is possessed by the Premier and the
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Leader of the Opposition; but I remember
that on entering the House as a novice I
received a great deal of assistance from Mr.
Grant in the matter of Parliamentary pro-
cedure and practice. Mr. Grant's wonder-
ful fund of information oil those matters
has always been freely placed at the dis-
posal of niew members. Undoubtedly hie has
been of the g-reatest help to all newvcomners
here. I agree with the Premier's remark
that Mr. Grant has been a persistent sup-
porter of Governments. I know that when
we were in office and wanted to do anything,

a a as always found for i's to do it.
Olthle other hand, when one is in OpposAi-

tion and wants to hamper the Government
seriously, it is always impossible to be done:
it would he outside the Standing Orders.
Mr. Grant has proved very sound, very
logical, and very helpful in the conduct of
this Chamiber's business, and as regards thle
interpretation of its Standing Orders and
rules. In my opinion, it is largely du(fie to
the sound advice Mr. Grant has given in the
conduct of business here that that conduct
stands so well in comparison with the eon-
duet of business in other Australian Parlia-
ments. A large measure of thle credit for
that is due to the able advice and full in-
formation Mr. Grant hals been able to give
us. I regret that promotion to the position
of Clerk of the Parliaments means the trans-
fer of our Clerk to the other House. I do
not know why the transfer should be neces-
sary, at all. I do not know why alt these high
functions and positions should be associ-
ated with the other Chamber. When we
were in office I did my best to have the
opening of Parliament transferred to this
House.

Hon. S. W. 2 lunsie: So it should be.
Hon. A. MeCALLUM: I fail to see why

Parliament should always be opened in anl-
other place, seeing that this House repre-
sents the people and should really be the
chief House. All the main busns, n

eluding finance, is our prerogative. There-
fore for the life of me I cannot see rhyv
the opening of Parliament should always
take place in the other Chamber. This is
the Chamber which hls precedence in the
minds of the people.

The Minister for Railways: We are
herded in a cornier in another place.

Hon. A. MeCAULU2I1: Yes, like a inch
of sheep behind the bar. I Should like to
see members of another Chamber cr-owdcd
behind the bar here. Again, I fail to see

why the Clerk of another place should be
termned Clerk of the Parliaments and his
position considered superior to that of the
Clerk here, whilst the Assembly does so much
more work and has more onerous duties
than the other Chamber. However, that
position hais been built up during a ,nunmber
of years. Really, it is just a custom. There
is nothing constitutional about it; it is just
a practice that has grown up in the course
of time. 'We are all sorry to lose Mr. Grant,
bitt we know that in another place he will
have a much easier time than lie has had
here. For one thnig, he wvill not have to
put up wvith those all-night sittings which
arc so frequent in this Chamber. Onl behalf
of members onl this side of the House I
thank Mr, Grant for tile infonnlation and
advice hie has at all times afforded us. I
wrish him, onl our behalf, every possible good
in the future.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [5.42]: With
other speakers I join in expressing regret
that we are to lose thle presence of that
kindly, generons and historic figure who for

dutiesn- years has carried out the arduous
duisof Clerk of this Chamber. In respect

of Mr. Grant I stand ini a peculiar position,
a dual position. In one respect I am his
servant, and( in another respect I amn to a
'-cry slight extent his master. I have had
the honour of representing 'Mr. Grant in a
House wvhere lie is already and has been for
iuan ,v years the master, guide and philo-
sophier onl whom the utmost reliance can
be placed.

-Mr. Corboy: That won't make him vote
for you next time.

2 1x. SAMIPSON: Those qualities are not
confined to the Hlousec. The kindlinessq
wichle is so striking a characteristic of Mr.
Grants nature extends outside. There is a
little bright hiomec onl the banks of the Can-
ning- where hospitality and kindness are the
outstanding qualities. Let me tell you
,jast between ourselves, Mr. Speaker, that
no matter what hour of the day or night
You may pass along there, if you will step
aside into "Sheivglie," the home of the gen-
tleman referred to, and of the equally
kindly Mirs. Grant, a most hospitable wel-
come awaits you. Therefore, for more than
one reason I shall regret the removal of
Mr. Grant from this to another place. The
alleged improvement in position is certainly
pni-adoxical, because we fail to appreciate
or to understand that there canl lie ainy im-
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provement onl this Chamber. T hare on
many occasions, in commnon. with other mem-
hers of the House, been indebted to Mr.
Grant for advie given. When that advice
has been followed, the right thing has been
d)one and success% has been achieved. When,
as has happened ona odd occasions, Mr. Grant
has niot been referred to, the other result
hao. been brougZht about. M1r. Grant is a
constitutional authority of outstanding
merit. Be has a knowledge of "'May,' t not
a frowvard person that hon. members per-
haips think I am referring to, but the con-
stittutiuna! authority on whose words aill
Parliamentarians depend. I join with those
who have spoken in expressing regret that
we nrc losing 'Mr. Grant, and in the very
sincere hope'that for many years he will
artice the other place and bring to it that
wisdomn which oii odd occasions has been
desirable, and which certainly, now that his
appointment has been made, will he avail-
able.

ME. GRUFlITHS (Avon) [5,451: 1 do
not desire to delay the House to any extent.
but I would like to add a few words onl be.
half of the members of the Country Party.
T do so as the oldest member of the partyl
in the House to-day. I remember when, in
1014, the first eight Country' Party memnbers
-were elected to the House, and I know that.
as successive new members, hare entered this
Chamber, each one of uts belonging to that
party have at all times received generous
assistance fromt M.%r. Grant in dealing with
the difficulties; and problems, that arise in
the course of Parliamentary procedure. I
shall content myself with expressing my
pleasure at Ihis supposed promotion-I hope
it is promotion financially, as well as from
the standpoint of status-and the apprecia-
tion of members of the Country Party whn
hare been indebted to him for so much
assi-tanice in the past.

THE MINISTER FR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. P . D. Ferguson - Irwvin-Moore)

[.6,:I would like to associate. myself
With what has heen said1 regardingl our old
frieid. 'Mr. Grant. T do so because I dare
ray T bare known the Clerk longxer than
anyone else iii this House. My first recol-
letion of him "a- .37 years agfo, when he
,.aid, "Ferguson, stand out!~" Then thi-re
was; a whack! T shall never forget it. As
an old pupil of his, I hope Mr. Grant will
he spared for many years to carry out his

dutie- in his new position and that when his
workinE: career is concluded, he will have
many more years of happiness before him.

MR. RICHARDSON (Subiaco) P5.471:
In my capacity as Chairman of Committees
I trust I may join with the Premier, the
Deputy' Leader of the Opposition and other
hion. members, in sayiing a few words in ap-
preciation of the work of our old friend,
Mr. G4rant. I do really regret his departure
from the Legvislative Assemlyl, hutt I realise
that while it may not be a move up so far
as iviiumn'ition is concerned, it is generally
recogni-ied that the status of the other Chain-
her is sujperior to that of our own. I tend~r
my sicere congratulations to our departing
Clerk, hut I must express my personal regret
that hie is leaving us. Onl tainig over the
position of Chairman of Committees, I did
,zo with some deg-ree of diffidence. I felt that
in az~umning the duties attached to that posi-
tion. I might niot be able to carry theni out
satisfactorily. My natural diffidenice was to
a great extent removed by the fact that T
found Mfr. Grant to be one of aiy warmnest
and closest friends,. 'Whenever I wag inl-
clined to go a little bit astray, hie led ine gen-
fly along the right courTse. 1 am11 glad lion.
memhncr-. have niot heard somec of the com-
ments that %Tr. (Irant has; made while sitting_
at the Table. Some may, or may not, have
appreciated what he said front time to time.
I have heard a good many of Mr. Grantt
comttments, and I feel sure that in the calmner
attmsphere of tho Legislative Council, lie
will poss;ibly have an easier time than hie has
experieciied here, lie has heen a very good
friend to all of us. I have consulted him on
manly occasionls w1henl I was doubtful about
varimis imatters,, simd I (0 niot mind admitting
that it fttnes I was. slightly astray in
my iinions regarding the effect of Stand-
ing Orders. I have ajlways been pitt right,
the explanations being given to inc in a very
clear and satisfartory manner, with the re-
s-ult that on entering the House, I had no
doubt whatever in giving decisions onl tle
point- raised. I hope Mr. Granit may hie
spared for innqy years to act as Clerk of the
lPai'lamcnts-. As he is merely moving fur-
ther ailoma the corridor, I kno w lie will ol-
ra :v nmil'tainl his great in~terest in the Lcgi.-

lative A - -cubld, and that the Speaker, tlw'
(hinmmmn or Comamittees, or thme Deputy
Chairmenl will hagve no difficulty in availing-
rlmenisclVe, Of hlis advice. They will Simply
have to wvalk along, the corridor andi ge it.
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I do not know whether we shall require to
follow that course, because I understand the
Clerk Assistant, Mr. Steere, is to take up the
position vacated by Mr. Grant. In those
circumstances possibly we shall be able to
get along -without conferring with Mr. Grant
very often. I desire to thank Mr. Grant
very sincerely for the many kindnesses he
has shown me as Chairman of Committees.

HON. W. D). JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [5.50]:- As one who baa been
associated with M1r. Grant for longer than
anyone else in this House as a member of
Parliament, I desire to join in the congrat-
ulations regarding the so-called promotion,
which he, as the senior officer of the House,
has received. I am the only member left in
this Chamber who was associated with him
in the old Legislative Assembly when the
Lower House was located in what is now the
State Savings Bank building. From that
day onwards, I have always received kindly
and helpful treatment from Mr. Grant. He
was courteous to me as a Minister, and as a
private member I have received the same
consideration f rom him,. . have had to avail
mayself of his experience and knowledge
on many occasions, and he has saved me from
making many mistakes. I desire to say
briefly that I am glad his special qualifica-
tions and ability have been recognised, andi
I trust the environment of another place will
be just as pleasurable to him as that of this
Chamber has been for so many years. I
hope that as an officer of this House, pro-
mnoted to another place, be will remember the
ambitions of members here and on special
occasions lie wvill just give us a hiand with a
little bit of lobbying.

Mr, SPEAKER [5.52): May I be per-
mitted to add mky quota in supplementing
the remarks that have heeni made about our
worthy old friend, Mr. Grant. It will be
appreciated that 36 years represent a longy
time to be connected with a House of Parl-
liament, and that is the period our
Chief Clerk has been associated with the
Legislative Assembly of Western Aus-
tralia. I am sure 1 in echoing the
sentiment of every hon. member when
I say we trust he wvill be spared
for many moIre years of useful service.
I hope he will not forget his changed posi-
dion. I utter qi warning. to hinm. I hope
that when he attends the House on TuesdaY
next he will not forget what has happened

(31

and that he will not appear in this Chamber
by mistake. He will have to remember that
he haa been transferred to another place.
I am certain Mr. Grant will carry with him
the esteem and respect of every member of
this Chamber. Time passes quickly. You,
Mr. Grant, in your long experience have
seen many faces come and go. But you,
like the old bay tree, still flourish as green
as ever.

The Minister for Railways: Not so very
green!

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask you to accept my
heartfelt gratitude for many acts of kind-
ness and for the assistance I have received
from you during my term as Chairman of
Committees and during the past year and
a half while I have acted as Speaker. I
joi n with other hon. members, Mr. Grant,
in expressing regret at your departure from
the Chamber, but our regret is tempered by
the knowledge that you are receiving pro-
motion. We trust that although you will be
going down to another place, we shall often
have the pleasure of meeting you.

MR. GRANT: I do not need to read the
Orders of the Day, and, since I have to
make a speech, I am glad that you, Sir,
have restricted me to half a dozen words.
I thank members very sincerely indeed for
their kind references to me, and also I wishn
to express my regret at leaving the service
of the Assembly after so many years.

The PREMIER: I think we might also
express our congratulations to Mr. Steere
On his promotion. However, not until afta
12 o'clock to-night shall we be entitled to
do that.

Bowq, adjiourned at 5.56 p.m.
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