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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—UNEMPLOYMENT,
ASSISTANCE.

Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Under the latest scheme of em-
ployment, does he propose to employ the
many hundreds of men out of work but not
receiving assistance, under the same condi-
tions as sustenance men? 2, If not, will he
explain the reasons why this body of people
should be penalised on account of having
been thrifty in the past?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, These works are being put in hand with
money provided to relieve sustenance pay-
ments by the Government to men who are
without any means at all. So far as we ean
employ others, they also will be considered.
2, Answered by No. 1.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motions by Mr. Wilson, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to Mr. Lamond
{Pilbara) on the ground of urgent private
business, and for six weeks to Hon., T.
‘Walker (Kanowna) on the ground of ill-
health.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.
1. Reserves (No. 2).
2, Roads Closure (No. 2}.
Introduced by the Minister for Rail-
ways.
3. Licensing Act Amendment (No. 3).
Introduced by Hon. W. D. Jobnson.
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BILL — POOR PERSONS’ LEGAL
ASSISTANCE ACT AMENDMENT.

Seecond Reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. L. Davy—West Perth) [4.40] i
moving the second reading said: This is
not a Bill for which I ¢laiim any great im-
portance, but during the operations of the
parent Aect a few minor defeets have dis-
eovered themselves, and the Bill is designed
to rectify them. TUnder Section 7 of the
principal Aet, when approval has been
given for the conduct of a poor person’s
case, the next step required is that an ap-
plication shall he made by way of summons
to a judge in Chambers under what is
known as the in forma papueris rule of
the court. It has been found entirely un-
necessary for the smooth working of the
Act to make that application. It costs
money and takes up the time of a judge
unneecessarilv.  Actually, in no single in-
stance has that application ever been made.
As a result, if the rules of the coomrt bave
been strietly observed. such applications
must have been irregwlar. What I propose
is that the law shall be brought into aceord
with the practice that has actually been
followed, namely, that the praectitioner
assigned to act fur » poor person shall eon-
tinue to earrv out such duties merely be-
cause he has heen so assigned, and without
the necessity for any application in forma
pauperis to the court. As T have pointed
out, no such application has ever heen made,
and that portion of the Act has been
ignored. I do not believe in the law being
ignored. If it can be ignored without harm
to anyone. it should be repealed. That is
what I propose to de, and to substitute the
provision that appears in Clause 2 of the
Bill. The next point dealt with is that
under Section 13 of the prineipal Aet it is
provided that any costs that an unsuccess-
ful poor person receiving legal assistance
under the Act is liable to pay, shall be pro-
vided out of moneys appropriated by Par-
liament. The other day a case of thiz de-
geription was taken to the appeal stage, and
the poor person was given the benefit of the
Act. The appeal was unsnecessful, and
later on the opposing side demanded that
the Government should pay their costs.
That put the other side in a muech more fav-
ourable position than if the individual con-
cerned had had enongh money to finance
his own litigation. That does not appear
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to be a reasonable proposition. In guite a
number of cases of litigation, the successful
litigant finds himself unable to secure his
costs, hecause the other man cannot pay
them. That is his bad luck. T do not see
any reason why the Crown should be placed
in such a position, merely because it pays
a very small fee to a lawyer to act for a
poor person, and, in the event of an unsue-
cessful issue, to be vequired to pay the costs
of the other side would be unfair. The
Crown would be unfortunate in losing such
an appeal.

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: We would noi come
under the vexatious litigation legislation!

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It would
not be fair, either. We do not take up
these cases unless we think there are good
gronnds. We do not allow people to liti-
gate at the expense of the Government
merely because they desire to do so. We
require that an individual shall have what
appears to be a just case in law and equity;
we do not allow speculative aections to he
indulged in at the expense of the public
purse. Aeccordingly, T desire to rectify the
position that has arisen. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a seecond time,

On motion by Hon. J. C. Willeock, de-
hate adjourned.

BILL—LOCAL COURTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. L. Davy—West Perth) [4.45] in
moving the seeond reading said: This is te
rectify what I regard as a mistake in the
amendment of the Local Courts Aect which
we carried last year. The mistake made
was entirely due to my own carelessness.

Mr. Marshall: That is not uncommon.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yo, like
the hon. member, I frequently make mis-
takes. What happened was this: In an-
other place the measure was sent to a select
committee and various amendments were
made to it. Some crificism appeared be-
cause it was alleged that the result of the
Bill would be to make Supreme Court
judges travel all over the country. When the
amendments eame down here from sanother
place-—it was about 2 or 3 o'clock in the
moring, when it was easy to make mis-
takes—I jumped fo the conclusion that one
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of those amendments was to make it per-
teetly certain that the judges would not
have to travel. I agreed to the amendment
in that belief. What I told members was
that the amendment in question made it
quite clear that the judges would not have
to travel. Actnally the amendment did the
very reverse, and made it quite clear that
the judges would have to travel. I agree
that as far as possible justice ought to be
taken to the people, that ther ought not to
have to travel great distances, and eventu-
ally T hope we shall he able to afford to
have the judges fravel. But when origin-
ally T presented the measure to the House I
gave an assurvance that it would not involve
the publie purse in any extra expenditure;
whereas by virtne of the amendment re-
ferred to it will do that. Therefore I have
not proclaimed the Act until T conld ask
the House and another place to agree to 2
further amendment making it guite clear
that when actions take place they shall be
heard at any place a judge chooses; and
ot course he will not choose any other place
but his own court. Therefore I propose a
small amendment of Section 7 of the Loeal
Courts Aet to make that prefectly clear. [
move—

That the Bill he now read a sccond time.

On motion by Hon. J. C. Willeock, ds=-
hate adjonrmed.

BILL—INTERSTATE DESTITUTE
PERSONS’ RELIEF ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (llon.
T. A. L. Davy—West Perth) [4.48] in
moving the seecond reading said: This is a
little measure which I have brought down
at the request of the Federal Government.
As hon. members know, under the Inter-
state Destitute Persons’ Relief Aect there is
reciprocity between the States. Now it bas
been discovered that it is inconvenient that
that reeiproeity should not extend to the
territories of the Commonwealth, such as
New Guinea and the mandated territory up
there, This Bill makes an amendment to
the Aet, extending the same provisions
which operate between the States of the
Commonwealth to the ferritories of the
Commonwealth and the territories governed
by the Commonwealth under the mandate.
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Hon. 8. W, Munsie: Does not the exist-
ing Act apply to the Northern Territory?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No. This
Bill wiil bring within the scope of the Act
the Northern Territory, perhaps the Fed-
eral territory at Canberra, and New Guinen
and the mandated territory. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON, J. 0. WILLOOCK (Geraldton)}
[4.50]: T de not think there can be very
much ohjection to the Bill. The principle
of reciproecity in regard to the relief of
destitute persons not onlv operates between
the varions States of the Commonwealth
but is, T think, world-wide. Tt has heen
agreed to as a principle in this House, and
the Bill merely widens the seope of the Aect.
I think we could let the Bill go through.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete,

Bill passed through Commitee withont
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—STATE SAVINGS BANK
TRANSFER.

Message.

AMessage from the Administrator received
and read recommending appropriation for
the purpases of the Bill.

Necond Neading.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER
(Hon. Sir James Mitchell—Xortham)
[4.56] in moving the second reading said:
Before I deal with the Bill I may perhaps he
permitted to make a few remarks as to what
led up to the agreement. It will be remem-
hered that nine weeks ago ! left for Mel-
bourne. At that time there was no canse for
anxiety about the bank. I knew, of course,
we shounld have te realise some of our
securities later. But I found the fnaneial
position in Melhourne very diflicult, and that
Commonwealth bonds were selling at a dis-
count, They were quoted on the market at
£83, and it was only nominal value, Also
I found there were rumours of other hanks,
small banks, heing in diffieulties, including
the Primary Producers’ Bank. Another
bank has since been absorbed by the
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Bank of New South Wales. I real-
ised that the financing of our State

Savings Bank would daily grow more diffi-
cult, and that the withdrawals from the
hank had heen fairly consistent over a long
time. Men who had put their savings into
the hank were finding themselves in such a
position that thev had to live on their sav-
ings, and so were withdrawing them.

Mr. Raphzael: The Government took ont
their share as well, did they not, for paying
salaries?

The PREMIER:; [ will show the hon.
member later what the Government did with
the money. There had been pretty consistent
withdrawals, One wonld expect there
would be in had times. In good times people
pay their money into the savings bank, huat-
in had times they have to draw upon their
accounts. No doubt people who had their
money in the bank were withdrawing it to
meet living expenses, for the payment of
taxation and other accounts or to make in-
vestments, Whatever the cause, the with-
drawals became heavier as the days went by.
In July over £100,000 was withdrawn. The
Tnder Treasurer then wived to we in Mel-
hourne, telling me this, and within the next
few davs he wired agein that the withdrawals
were hecoming heavier. I knew, of course,
that the eash we had at our dispesal would
soon hecome exhausted.

Hon. J. {. Willenck: You mean the liquid
funds of the bank?

The PREMIER: Yes. The security was
theve in Federal bonds, and could only
he sold at a discount even then. There was
no run on the bank at that time, but I real-
ised the risk. I consulted the Governor of
the Commonwealth Bank and found that
I could not arrange finance to meet a serious
run. I could not realise on the securities
held by our Savings Bank. There was no
chanee of consulting members of this House,
or Ministers. I felt that I should act, and
T did act. The agreement, of course, is sub-
ject to the ratification of Parliament. It
provides for the amalgamation of the State
Savings Bank with the Commonwealth Sav-
ings Bank. I knew that I was taking a very
serious risk of heing misunderstood, and that
I was ineurring an equaily serious risk of
eriticism. 1 knew of the objection enter-
tained by people in this State to the transfer
of any of our institutions or facilities to any
hody connected with the Comumonwealth, but
the risk had to be taken. There was just
under £8,000,000 deposited in the State Sav-
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ings Bank; that iz, <€8,000,000 of the
£23,000,000 on deposit by the people of this
State in the whole of the banks was depos-
ited in the State Savings Bank, I knew thai
if the Savings Bank closed, in the first plave
it would bring great diseredit on the State,
and in the second place the €8,000,000 would
become frozen at a time when money was
wanted. T knew there were 270,000 aceounts
in the bank vepresenting probably 150,000
depositors. I had to keep hefore me the in-
terests of the 150,000 depositors, every one
of whom i~ entitled to get his money when-
ever he desires it. I had to consider their
interests, and T am sure that is what mem-
bers would have had me do. Suppose the
£8,000,000 had hecowme frozen, as £59,000,000
is frozen in New South Wales, it would have
heen a verv seriouns matter, not only for de-
positors, but for all of us. The depositors
now know that they can get their money
whenever they want it, and the very fact of
having this knowledge helps them in their
expenditure, They feel that they can spend
their savings whenever they consider it neces-
sary to do so. Every penny of the money
deposited in the bank helongs to the de-
positors. The State owns not a penny of
it.

Mr., Marshall: Then you are in the same
position as Lang was.

The PREMIER: The Savings Bank has
always been carried on on the money of its
depositors, and has been conducted without
capital. I hope that fact is clear in the
minds of members. Consider what would
have happened if depositors had been pre-
vented for a week or two from withdrawing
their money from the bank. There arve times
when public men must aceept responsibility
and ael. T repeat that i had no opportunity
to consult my ecolleagues. It could nof have
heen done by wire or other means.

Mr. Marshall: What nbout telephone?

The PREMIER: That would have been
excellent; the news would have been all over
the plzee in albout two minutes. The hon.
member now has te face his responsibility
in this matter. Even if he disagrees with
what 1 have done, he can at least give the
matter earnest consideration. He inferred
just now that I was ax had as Lang. T pre-
sume he means the Premier of New South
Wales. I think the Saving- Bank of New
South Wales had about £400,000 of acemnu-
lated profits, but lost £16,000,000 in deposits
before the dours were elosed, When the
bank c¢losed there were about 1,000,000 de-
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positors, und £39,000,000 of monev became
snowed up and frozen.

Alr. Raphael: A politieal stunt, too.

The PREMIER: So far as 1 know, it
wus not a political stunt, Even if it was, no
one in this State had anything to do with
it. In my own mind I am satisfled it was
not a political stunt.

Mr. Marshall: The only difference between
vou and Lang is that Lang said he would
not pay, and you said yon could not pay.

The PREMIER: The hon. member may
he able to distinguish between those fine
points, but T am satisfled nobody ean follow
him.

Mr. Marshall: I am not surprised that
you cannot do z0.

The PREMIER: It would give me great
pleasure if I eounld agree with the irrepres-
sible gentleman. The funds of the State
Savings Bank are largely invested in Gov-
ernment stoeks, the amount being £6,362,040.
Of this sum £2,280,000 is in Federal honds,
which, for the reasons I have mentioned,
are unssleahle at anything like face value.
Those honds have been aceumulated over a
considerable period, and appeared to be se-
curities that eould be readily realised. When
I was in Melbourne thev were quoted on the
market at £83, and it was only a nominal
value,  After the ond of .Tuly, we had
£300,000 cash in the Savings Bank avail-
able to meet further withdrawals. It would
not have taken mueh of a ron to exhaust
that £300,000. The bank has always in-
vested in securities in the shape of Govern-
ment bonds.  The following shows the in-
vestment, of funds:—

£ 8 d,
Metropolitan  Waterworks,
Goldfields Water Supply
debeutures 258060 3 ¢

Debentures  under Agrieul-

tural Lands Purchase Aet
Water Boards’ dehentures
Loeal inseribed stock certifi-

247873 6 7
205 17

eates ce ... H12200615 O
Tiand Drainage Act deben-

tores . .. LTS 13 4
Treasury hills . .-
Treasury bonds .. .. 192,862 12 0
W.A. Government debentures 6,210 0 o
Commonwealth  Government { 2243231 16 0

inseribed stock 31850 a0 u

£7,141088 17 8

Hon, J. C. Willeoek: Why are those fig-
ures different from the figures in the =c¢he-
dule !
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The PREMIER: The figures I have
guoted represent the position at the 30th
June; those in the schedule were taken as
the hasis of the caleulations. The agreemeant
was drafted in Melbourne, and I had to do
the business there. The difference, however,
is immaterial; it is merely the basis.

Hon, J. C. Willcock: I thought that per-
baps yon were writing down the value of
the stocks?

The PREMIER: No. The only invest-
ments with private people are represented
by mortgages on freehold amouniing to
£39,353 13s. 2d., but the bank holds muni-
cipal debentures of £151,810 1s., road board
debentures £188,12G 18s. 3d., fixed deposits
£400,000 and other small seenrities, the total
being £780,897 17s. 7d., which makes a grand
total of £7,925,88G 15s. 4d. Ever since the
State Savings Bank was started, it has been
the practiee to invest the funds in Govern-
ment securities. Under the conditions of
amalgamation, we are to receive 70 per cent.
of the increased deposits of the amalgamated
bank as from the 1st October, 1931. That
will he caleulated quarterly.

Hon, J. C. Willeock: Whom do you mean
by “we,” the Government?

The PREMIER : The State. Seventy per
eent. of the inerense in the deposits will be
loaned to the State Government.

Hon. P. Collier: Can we say how it will
be invested?

The PREMIER: Commonwealth bonds
will be given under the amalgamation; if
will be an ordinary loan to the State. If at
the end of any quarter a decrease of deposits
js revealed, we shall get no more until ihe
decrease has been made good. We shall get
only the proportion of the actnal increase,
We will not be called upon {o make good
any decrcase at any fime, but the decrease in
one quarter will be made good by the in-
crease in the next guarter or in the guarter
following, That is reasonable. The rate of
interest is to be 1 per cent. over the rate
paid by the Savings Bank. These securities,
being Commonwealth securities, mnst carry
sinking fand, which will be half per cent, to
be paid on all loans. The profit and loss
will be shared by the Commonwealth Bank
and the State Government.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: What are the rela-
tive amounts of deposits in the Common-
wealth Savings Bank and the State Savings
Bank?

The PREMIER: We are not concerned
with past deposits in the Commonwealth
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Savings Bauk; we are concerned only with
future deposits.

Hon. J. C, Willecock: Should not the pro-
fits be distributed pro rata according fo the
capital that each bank brings into the amal-
gamation?

The PREMIER: I should not think so.
The cost of running the bank will be re-
duced andl the profit will be greater beeause
of the larger number of aceounts.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: A lot of the ae-
counts are duplicated; people have money
in both banks.

The PREMIER: Some have, but we can-
not judge how many. However, that is a
provision of the agreement and I think it is
a fair one.

Hon. A. McCallum: Are the profits to be
divided equallv?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. A. McCallum: That is rather one-
sided.

The PREMIER: I do not think so.

Hon. A. McCallum: We bave £8,000,000
of deposits, and the Commonwealth Savings
Bank has £2,500,000.

The PREMIER: Our deposits vield a
profit of £19,000 a year at present, so the
profit is not very large and never can be
large. We pay practically on the daily
balance, and we have to %eep considerable
money in reserve to meet withdrawals. Thoe
profits we make are comparatively small,
and must always be comparatively small in
savings bank business. We guarantee the
payvment of interest on the securities, and
prineipal as well. That really refers to the
£39,000. Any decrease in deposits will be
allowed for before the Government are en-
titled fo further advances. Tt i3 provided
that the State Treasurer shall he a member
of the Savings Bank Advisory Board., The
hoard's responsibility will be to fix the rate
of interest, the maximam amount that may
he taken, and the nature of the investments,
and the terms and conditions of the =zd-
vances to be made by the hank. After va
take the seventy per cent., there will not be
so much available for loans to municipali-
ties or other people The staff of 120 is to
he taken over.

Hon. P. Collier: Whe is going to con-
trol it?

The PREMIER :
Bank.

Hon. P. Collier: The bank authorities?

The PREMIER: The board will only cx-
ist for the purposes I have mentioned. Tt

The Commonwealth
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will fix the rate of interest, the maximum
amount that may be taken, and the natnve
of the investments that may be made, in-
cluding the terms and econditions.

Hon. . Collier: How will the board be
formed?

The PREMIER: It will be the bank
board, plus a representative of the State.
We shall not be in the majority.

Hon. P, Collier: Do you mean the pre-
gent Commonwealth Bank Board?

The PREMIER: XNot that sitting in
Melbourne. Tt will he set up here to deal
with our own investments. It will he an
advisory hoard. Investments are not greatly
affected, hecause we shall certainly take 70
per cent. of the inereased deposits.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Then this is not
enfirely an amalgamation: it is a kind of
partnership. We have representation on
the board that is to be formed. '

The PREMIER: A board to do these
few things. We do not require to be con-
cerned in the management.

Hon. A, MeCallum: To do them or to
recommend them.

The PREMIER: Tt is merely an advisory
board. Since we take T0 per cent. of the
increased deposits, there will not be very
much business done for a long time, The
rights of the staff are to be preserved.
There is a clause in the Bill dealing with
them, Very few have pension rights.

Hon. P. Collier: There is not a gwar-
antee to take over the whole staff, is there?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. P. Collier: BSurely the amalgama-
tion will mean a reduction in staff.

The PREMIER: 1ir. Riddle says they
can all be absorbed.

Hon. P*. Collier: It is diffienlt to under-
stand how all the offlicers can be absorbed
if one branech of a business is taken away
and joined up with another next door.

The PREMIER: The staff ecan be alb-
sorbed by the Cominonwealth Bank, which
has hranehes all over Australia.

Hon. P. Collier: I should zay they were
already fully staffed.
The PREMIER:
can all be absorbed.

Hon. P. Collier: How can one buxiness
be closed and another opened next door, and
the same staff retained?

The PREMIER: That oceurred to me.
I snggested that there might be a diffieuliy,

Mr. Riddle says they
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Lut Mr. Riddle said they could all be ab-
sorbed into their preseni system.

Hon. P. Collier: It is bard to under-
stand.

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: They have got to
have a forward poliey.

The PREMIER: Their operations are
not confined to Western Australia.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: TUnless they open
new branches they eannot have much in the
way of an increase in staff in these times.

The PREMIER: I do nof pretend to
know. T am only telling members what I
have been told. It occurred to me that the
amalgamation would mean that some mem-
bers of the staff would not be wanted, but
My. Riddle assured me they could all be
absorbed. I have no doubt that what Mr.
Riddle said is correct. It may be that they
are extending their business in some of the
States.

Hon. P. Collier: In some cases there is
a bank operating next door to the Common-
wealth hank. They will not keep the two
going. They must close one or the other.
How are they to keep the staffs intaet? I
take it in our case they will not keep going
lhe two premises that are so close to each
other.

The PREMIER: Members will realiss
that the Governor of the Commonwealth
Bank is the only man who knows that these
officers are likely to be absorbed. We have
transferred many departments to the Com-
monwealth in the past, and they have taken
over the whole of the staffs. The post office
was transferred in the same way, and other
departments also went over. TUnder the
(‘onstitution the Commonwealth take over
the staffs.

Mr. Withers: How will the small centres,
such as where railway officers are control-
ling the State Savings Bank, get on for
facilities?

The PREMIER : The Commonwealth
will no doubt make the necessary arrange-
ments. In most cases the storekeepers who
art for the State Savings Bank are merely
the agents. We have very few branches in
the couniry. Tf the Commonwealth want
the serviees of the station-masters they will
have to pay for them. Tt may be that in
some centres the station-master is the right
person to provide these facilities.

Mr. Withers: So long as they do not
take awav facilities fram smanll country dis-
triets it may he all right.
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The PREMIER: They will not take
away any facilities. In many centres thera
have been post offices as Commonwealth
agencies. We have very few couniry
agencies. I think in Bunbury there is a
branch of the bank. Our officers are to he
taken over and their rights are to be pre-
served. Care will be taken to see that they
are preserved. I have no doubt they will
be absorbed into the Commonwealth Bank
system. They will probably be very much
better off there than they would be in the
State service. That refers particularly to the
younger men who will have s chance of
getting into the general banking system.
The assets are to be taken over, other than
the Barrack-street land. Members will re-
call that the State Savings Bank bought this
land for £40,000. It forms part of the land
on which our public offices are sitnated. We
conld not allow that to go. The amalgama-
tion is to last for 25 years, with the option
of renewal for another 20 years. It is also
provided that if any better terms are to he
granfed to any other savings bank which
becomes amalgamated these are fo be avail-
able to Western Australia. We have ne
past experience as to the satisfactory work-
ing of such an amalgamation as this. I
did; however, see the {Jueensland Treasurer
in Melbonrne, and he told me that the work
under the amalgamation was highly satis-
factory to his State. The experience there
will surely be the experience here. I wisii
to make this clear to the House. We had
this State Savings Bank. We were paying
interest on deposits and we had to invest
those deposits to earn interest. All Glovern-
ments have made these investments, I think
almest altogether in Government securities.
In normal and easier times no doubt the
securities might have heen realised, but it is
utterly impossible fo realise on them to-day.
I have been in the House for 25 years just
as the Leader of the Opposition has. Over
all that time we have found it possible to
carry on with only a comparatively small
amount in actual cash. We have always ve-
lied on the Treasurer being able to help
with funds if necessary, as in better times
it was possible to do.

Hon. P. Collier: Our cash was sometimoe
very low, but in normal times there was no
oceasion for apprehension.

The PREMIER: It was always a worry.
We knew we had no banking facilities. In
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thoze dmys, however, we could command a
little money. The Leader of the Opposition
koows we had only to send a cable to Lon-
don to get a million of money without any
troub'e,

Hon. P. Collier: Or in Australia.

The PREMIER: To-day there is pno
chanve of getting it either in Australia or
in Londen. I was faced with a respousi-
bility to those people who had their monsy
in the State Savings Bank. T had to face
that 1esponsibility as Premier of the State.
T could see it was my duty to take that re-
sponsibility. I was 2,000 miles away from
Perth, and had no opportunity fo confer
with anyone. I had to take the responsi-
bility of doing what I believed to be right
and my duty. Now I come to the House
and ask it to confirm the action I have taken.
I ask members to pass this Bill I am now
submitting.  The arrangement is a good
one; of that there is no doubt. The Com-
monwealth Bank has facilities to carry on
this business of a more extensive nature
than ave possessed by the State. The Com-
monwealth ean offer better facilities all
through than we can.

Hon. J. C. Willcock : That applied
equally two years ago, but you would not
have dreamt of deing this then.

The PREMIER: The position bhas ap-
plied ever since we have federated. The
present difficult times have never before
been experienced.

Mr., Sleeman:
towards secession.

The PREMIER: This has nothing to do
with secession, for or against it. To gel
arcession we should first get back to the
posicion we were in before we surrendered
our {reelom.

My, AMarshall: Bar the deficit, you have
not wneh leff o surrender.

The PREMIER: There is one thing [
would surrender to the Eastern States and
that is oze of our members, if they would
take him.

The AMinister for Mines: Put him on the
State Savirgs Bank staff before the trans-
fer iakes place.

The PREMIER: I move—

That the Bill be now read a sccond time.

On motion by Hon, P. Collier, debate ad-
journed.

This is fthe first step
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ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell—XNortham) [5.28]: T move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday next, (etober Gth.

Questiun pot and passed.

CLERK OF THE PARLIAMENTS.

THE PREMIER (Hou Sir James
Mitehell—Northam) [3.29]: There is an-
otler Inty we have to perform before the
House adjourns. I daresay members have
heard that our Clerk, Mr. A. R. Grant, bas
been promoted to the position of Clerk of
the Parliaments.

Mr. Panton: Is it promotion?

The PREMIER: T am sorry Mr. Grant
is leaving us. He was here 18 years before
I came, and he has been here more years
than anyone has been in the Honse.

Mr. Sleeman: Tt is a shame to send him
up there after that record.

The PREMIER: I am prepared to agree
with that remark. I am very soiry Mr.
Grant is going. He certainly should he
much happier here than in another place.
I do not know quite how he will gef on in
another place. He has always heen a party
man, always a supporter of the Government
in power. When I was in Oppesition, I
found him simply dreadful, as no doubt all
hon. members have, Mr. Grant has been
sitting on the Government side of the House
for the last 23 vears, alwavs ruling agninst
the Opposition when he got a chance, Or,
at any rate, that was o when 1 was in Op-
position. T think probably the members of
the present Opposition will agree that that
i3 Mr. Grant’s attitnde. But, still, he is
always right; he has never been wrong in the
rulings that he has helped to frame. He
is a highly c¢apable man, and has served the
country capably for a number of years. He
has heen a friend to all of ws, keeping ns
on the straight and narrow path. We have
sat under him all these vears, and we have
not suffered much from it, He has helped
many of us on many oceasions, and now
he is woing to another place, where he can
render the =ame help. My convern is merely
as to what he will f'eel like when he ix there
if some question invelving finunce comes up
on which the powers of the two Iouses
clash.

Alr. Corboy: He will have to stick to us.
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The PREMIER: I think it possible that
he will, to his own hurt. However, I dare
say he is quite elever enongh to look after
himself in such a contingeney. Mr. Grant,
vou have heen here a very long tiume, and
we have all had the delight, may I say, of
vour friendship, and it has been a pieasure
to all of us to go to your reom and talk with
you, it may he on Parliamentarvy matters, it
may be on other matters, it may be to have
z =moke with yon. We know My, Grant is
an inveterate smoker, We have had many
very pleasant moments with vou in that
room of yours. We shall visit you when you
are in another place, and as we shall be visi-
tors there the hell will be yours. T could tell
many stories about Mr. Grant, hut 1 sup-
pose I had better not. TFor vears he was the
only orange grower in this Hoose, and some-
one used to remind him at least once a day
ahout orange growing. I remember the last
occasion on which I wished to mention
oranges to him, by inadvertence I mentioned
orange blossoms, and hy good tuck it just
happened that I stronck the righl note. That
way a few years ago. Mr. Grant has never
forgiven me for it. He savs that T goaded
him into marriage. I hope I did, hecaunse he
has had a very happy iime, Tt is delightful
te have the friendship of Mr. Grant, and I
am sure every member is very sorry that our
Clerk is going. However, he will still be in
the same building. Mr, Grant, vou go from
here with the good feeling and goodwill of
every member of the House in whick yeou
have spent 36 years, and also, I venture to
say, of members who are no longer here. I
know that Mr. Grant has been writing his
reminiseences for some time. He will be
unable to publish them for years to come, as
they are sure to be libellous. On behalf of
hon. members generally, let me congratulate
Mr. Girant on his promotion. We are all
very sorry indeed that he i going, and we
liope that he will have a long life in that
much more peacefnl place, and that all will
be well with him.

HON. A. McCALLUM { Sguth Fremantle}
I5.37]: On behalf of members sitting on
this side ot the Chamber I desire to assn-
ciate myself with the sentiments expressedl
by the DPremier, and to congratulate Mv,
(irant on his promotion, if it means promo-
tion, while at the same time sympathising
with him in his transfer. I cannot, of course,
speak with the longz experience of this Cham-
ber that is possessed by the Premier and the
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Leader of the Opposition; but I remember
that on entering the House as a novice I
received a great deal of assistance from A,
Grant in the matter of Parlinmentary pro-
cedure ond practice. Mr. Grant's wonder-
ful fund of information on those matters
has always been freely placed at the dis-
posal of new memhers. Undoubtedly he has
been of the greatest help fto all newcomers
here. I agree with the Premicr’s rvemark
that Mr. Grant has been a persistent sujp-
porter of Governments. T know that when
we were in oflice and wanted to do anything,
a way was always found for us to do it.
On the other hand, when one is in Opposi-
tion and wants to hamper the Government
seriously, it is always impossible to be done:
it wonld be outside the Standing Orders.
Mr. Grant has proved very sound, very
logieal, and very helpful in the eonduct of
this Chamber's business, and as regnrds the
interpretation of its Standing Orders and
rufes. Tn my opinion, it is largely due to
the sound adviee Mr. Grant has given in the
conduet of business here that that condwet
stands so well in comparison with the cou-
duct of business in other Australian Parlia-
ments. A large measure of the eredit for
that is due to the able adviee and fuall in-
formation Mr. Grant has been able to give
us. I regret that promotion to the position
of Clerk of the Parliaments means the trans-
fer of our Clerk to the other House. I do
not know why the transfer should he neces-
sary at all. T do not know why all these high
functions and positions should be assoei-
ated with the other Chamber. When we
were in office T did my best to have the
opening of Parliament transferred to this
House.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: So it should be.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: T fail to see why
Parliament should always be opened in an-
other place, seeing that this House repre-
sents the people and should really be the
chief House.  All the main business, in-
cluding finance, is our prerogative. There-
fore for the life of me T cannot see why
the opening of Parliament should always
take place in the other Chamber. This is
the Chamber which has precedence in the
minds of the people.

The DMinister for Railways: We are
herded in a corner in another place,

Hon. A, McCALLUM: Yes, like a mob
of sheep behind the bar. I should like to
see members of another Chamber crowded
behind the bar here. Again, I fail to see
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why the Clerk of another place should he
termed Clerk of the Parliaments and his
position considered superior to that of the
Clerk here, whilst the Assembly does so much
more work and has more onerous duiies
than the other Clhamber.  However, that
position has been built up during a number
of years, Really, it is just a eustom. There
is nothing eonstitutional about it; it is just
a practice that has grown up in the conrse
of time. We are all sorry to lose Mr. Grant,
but we know that in another place be will
have a much easier time than he has had
here. For one thnig, he will not have to
put up with those all-night sittings whigh
are so frequent in this Chamber. On behalf
of members on this side of the House I
thank Mr. Grant for the information and
advice he has at all times afforded us. X
wish him, on our behalf, every possible good
in the future.

MER. SAMPSON (Swan) [542): With
other speakers I join in expressing regvet
that we are to lose the presence of that
kindly, generous and historie figure who for
s0 many years has carried out the arduous
duties of Clerk of this Chamber. In respezt
of Mr. Grant I stand in a peculiar position,
a dual position. In one respect T am his
servant, and in another respeet I am to a
very shght extent his master. 1 have had
the honour of representing Mr. Grant in a
House where he is already and has been for
many vears the master, guide and philo-
sopher on whom the utmost reliance can
be placed.

Mr. Corboy: That won't make him vote
Tor vou next time.

My, SAMPSON: Those qualities are not
eonfined to the Ifouse. The kindliness
whieh is so striking a chavacteristic of Mr.
Grant's nature extends outside. There is a
litile bright home on the banks of the Can-
ning where hospitality and kindness are the
outstanding qualities. Let me tell you
Just between ourselves, Mr. Speaker, that
no matter what hour of the day or night
you may pass along there, if you will step
aside into “Shewglie,” the home of the gen-
tleman veferred to, and of the equally
kindly Mrs. Grant, n most hospituble wel-
come awaits you. Therefore, for more than
one reason I shall regret the removal of
Mr. Grant from this to another place. The
alleged improvement in position is certainly
paradoxieal, hecause we fail to appreciate
or to understand that there can he any in-
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provement on this Chamber. T have on
many aveasions, in common with other mem-
hers of the Touse, been indebted to Mr.
Grant for advice given. When that advice
has heen followed, the right thing has been
done and suceess has heen achieved. When,
as has happened on odd oceasions, Mr, Grant
has not heen referved to, the other result
has heen brought about. Mr. Grant is a
eonctitutional  authority of outstandine
merit. He has a knowledge of “May,” not
a froward person that hon. members per-
haps think T am referring to, but the con-
stitutiona! authority on whose words all
Parliamentarians depend. I join with these
who have spoken in expressing regrei that
we are losing Mr. Grant, and in the very
sinecere hope that for many years he will
arace the other place and bring to it that
wisdom which on odd oceasions has been
dexirable, and which eertainly, now that his
appointment has heen made, will he avail-
able.

ME, GRIFFITHS (Avon) [545]): I do
not desire to delay the Honse to any extent.
but T wonld like to add a few words on be-
half of the memhers of the Country Party.
T Qo so as the oldest member of the party
in the House to-day. I remember when, in
1914, the first eight Countrvy Party members
were elected to the House, and T know thart.
as speeessive new members have entered this
Chamber, each one of us helonging to that
party bave af all times received generous
assistance from Mr. Grant in dealing with
the difficulties and preblems that arise in
the course of Parliamentary procedure. 1
shall content myself with expressing my
pleasure at hi snpposed promotion—I hope
it is promotfion finaneially, as well as from
the standpoint of statns—and the apprecia-
tion of memhers of the Conntrv Party who
have been indebhted to him for so mueh
assistance in the past.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. P. T Ferguson — Irwin-Moore)
'3467: T wonld like to associate myself
with what has heen said regarding our old
friend, AMr. Grant. T do so because I dare
cay T have known the C(lerk longer than
anyone else in this House. My first recol-
leetion of him was 37 years ago, when he
«aid, “Ferguson, stand ont!™ Then there
¢vas a4 whaek! T shall never forget it. As
an old pupil of his, T hope Mr. Grant will
be spared for many vears to carry omnt his
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dutie< in hiz new position and that when his
working earcer is concluded, he will have
many more vears of happiness hefore him.

MR. RICHARDSON (Subiaco) [547]:
In my eapaeity as Chairman of Committees
I trust I may join with the Premier, the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition and other
hon. members in saying a few words in ap-
preciation of the work of our ald friend,
Mr. Grant. I do really regret his departure
from the Legislative Assembly, hut I realise
that while it way not he a move up so lar
as remmneration is coneerned, it is generally
recognised that the status of the other Cham-
ber is superior to that of our own. 1 tendor
my sineere congratulations to our departing
Clerk, but I must express my personal regret
that he iz leaving ux. On taking over the
position of Chairman of Committees, I did
<0 with rome degree of diffidence. T felt that
in assuming the duties attached to that posi-
tion. T might not he able to earry them out
satistactorily. My nataral diffidence was to
a great extent removed by the fact that T
found Mr. Grant to he one of my warmest
and closest friends. Whenever T was in-
elined to go a little hit astray, he led me gen-
tly along the right course. T am glad hon.
memhers have not heard some of the com-
ments that Mr. Grant has made while sitting
at the Table. Some may, or may not, have
appreciated what he said from time to thme.
I have heard a good many of Mr. Grant’s
comments, and I feel sure that in the calmer
atmosphere of the Legislative Couneil, he
will possibly have an easier time than he has
experienced here. He has heen a very good
friend to all of us. [ have con=ulted him on
many oecasions when T was doubtful abont
varions matters, and I do not mind admiiting
that at times I was slightly astray in
my oninions regarding the effect of Stand-
ine Qrders. I have always been put right,
the explanations heing given to me in a very
clear and =atisfactory manner, with the ve-
salt that ou entering the House, I had no
doubt whatever in giving deeisions on the
points vaised. I hope Mr. Urant may he
spared for many years to act as Clerk of the
Parlisments,  As he is merely moving fur-
ther along the corridor, T know he will al-
woy~ maintain hix great interest in the Legis-
lative Asreiably, and that the Speaker, the
Chairntan of Committees, or the Deputy
Chairmen will have no diffieulty in availing
themscelves of hix adviee, They will simply
have to walk along the covridor and get if.
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I do not know whether we shall require to
follow that course, because I understand the
Clerk Assistant, Mr. Steere, is to take up the
position vacated by Mr. Grant. In those
cireumstances possibly we shall he able to
get along without eonferring with Mr, Grant
very often. I desire to thank Mr. Grant
very sincerely for the many kindnesses he
has shown me as Chairman of Committees.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [5.50]: As one who has been
associated with Mr. Grant for longer than
anyone else in this House as a member of
Parliament, I desire to join in the congrat-
ulations regarding the so-called promaotion,
whieh he, as the senior officer of the House,
has received. I am the only member left in
this Chanber whe was associated with him
in the old Legislative Assembly when the
Lower House was located in what is new the
State Savings Bank building. From that
day onwavds, I have always received kindly
and helpful treatment from Mr. Grant. He
was courteous to me as a Minister, and as a
private memher I have received the same
consideration from him. I have had to avail
myself ot his experience and knowledge
on many occasions, and he has saved me from
making many mistakes. I desire to say
briefly that T am glad his special qualifiea-
tions and ahility have been recognised, and
I trust the environment of another place will
be just as pleasurable to him as that of this
Chamber has been for so many years. I
bope that as an officer of this House, pro-
moted to another place, he will remember the
ambitions of merabers here and on special
occasions he will just give us a hand with a
little bit of lobbying.

Mr. SPEAKER [552): May I be per-
mitted to add my quota in supplementing
the remarks that have been made about our
worthy old friend, Mr. Grant. It will be
appreciated that 36 years represent a long
time to be connected with a House of ar-
linment, and that is the period our
Chief Clerk has been associated with the
Legislative Assembly of Woestern Ans-
tratia. 1 am sure 1 am echoing the
senfiment of every hoi. member when
I say we trost he will be spared
for many morve years of useful service.
I hope he will not forget his changed posi-
tion. I uniter a warning to him. I hope
that when he attends the Honse on Tuesday
next he will not forget what has happened
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and that he will not appear in this Chamber
by mistake. He will have to remember that
he has heen transferred to another place.
I am certain Mr, Grant will carry with him
the esteern and respeet of every member of
this Chamber, Time passes quickly. You,
Mr. Grant, in your long experienee have
seen many faces come and go. But you,
like the old bay tree, still flourish as green
a8 ever.

The Minister for Railways: Not so very
green !

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask you to accept my
heartfeit gratitude for many acts of kind-
ness and for the assistance I have received
from you during my term as Chairman of
Committees and during the past year and
a half while T have acted as Speaker. T
join with other hon. members, Mr. Grant,
in expressing regret at your departure from
the Chamber, but our regret is tempered by
the knowledge tbat you are receiving pro-
motion. We trust that although you will be
going down to another place, we shall often
have the pleasure of meeting yon.

MR. GRANT: I do not need to read the
Orders of the Day, and, since I have to
make a speech, I am glad that you, Sir,
have restricted me to half & dozen words.
I thank members very sincerely indeed for
their kind references to me, and also T wish
to express my regret at leaving the service
of the Assembly after so many years.

The PREMIER: I think we might also
express our congratulations to Mr. Steere
on his promotion. However, not until after
12 o’clock to-night shall we be entitled to
do that.

House adjourned at 5.56 p.m.



